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the engine of some memorable revolution, men who can
see to a distance will not be surprised.

Launay at length departs; and, as I believe, solely
from the fear which the Ministry, or rather which Wel-
ner, has that the King should, in some weary or embar-
rassed moment, restore him to his place. His dismission
has been granted to him only on condition that he would
give up twenty-five thousand crowns of arrears, which
are his due. This is a shameful piece of knavery. They
have exacted an oath from him that he will not carry off
any papers that relate to the State. This is pitiable
weakness. For of what validity is such an oath? He
may afford you some useful, or rather curious, annota-
tions. In other respects, the man is nothing, less than
nothing. He does not so much as suspect the elements
of his own trade. His speech is perplexed, his ideas are
confused; in a word, he could only act a great part in a
country where he had neither judges nor rivals. But he
is not, as he is accused of being, a malicious person. He
is a very weak and a very vain man, and nothing more.
He has acted the part of an executioner, no doubt; but
where is the financier who has not? Where would be
the justice of demanding the hangman to be racked be-
cause of the tortures he had inflicted in pursuance of the
sentence which the judge had pronounced?

He will predict deficiencies in the revenue, and in
this he will not be wrong; but he perhaps will not in-
form you, although it is exceedingly true, that econom-
ical principles, which are the guardians of this country,
are already very sensibly on the decline. The service
is more expensive, the houses of princes more numer-
ous, the stables are better filled, pensions are multi-
plied, arrangements more costly, salaries of ambassadors
almost doubled, the manners more elegant, etc. The
greatest part of these expenses was necessary. The real
misfortune is that there is no care taken for the pro-
portionate increase of the revenue by slow, but certainly
productive, means; and that they seem not to suppose
there will be any deficiency, which will at length make
an immense error in the sum total; so that, withoutparties is, were not the
